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Big Changes in Trash Collection Begins

March 1

By Sophie Braccini

Ken Etherington pointing to labels that will be embedded in the new trash

carts.

Lamorinda residents will begin to
see the new RecycleSmart logo
on garbage receptacles starting March
1, but it’s not just the Central Contra
Costa Solid Waste Authority logo
that’s changing. With a new execu-
tive director, Ken Etherington, new
franchise agreements and new serv-
ices for all categories of users, the
public agency is taking a big step and
aligning itself to meet the California
objective to divert 75 percent of its
waste stream by 2020.

Starting in March, residential
clients can recycle plastic bags, bat-
teries, CFL bulbs, and all types of
plastic containers. Aside from batter-
ies, all other recycling will be avail-
able for multi-family units as well,
including food waste, which will be
accepted in new green containers.
Commercial clients will also have
standardized recycling services that
will be part of the weekly collection.

Etherington is confident that the
new services will help the agency
reach the 75 percent diversion goal.
The new director started working for
the San Francisco Garbage Company
part time in high school, and after
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graduating from UCSF he got his first
full-time job there and continued his
career in that industry. He says he
likes the environmental side of the
business, as well as the operational as-
pects, and he also enjoys the public
involvement.

“In Berkeley, I was the division
manager for solid waste and recy-
cling,” he says. “There the agency is
a full-service operation that does col-
lection, recycling, and trucks to the
landfill.” Etherington has been meet-
ing weekly to prepare for the transi-
tion with Republic Services, which
will handle the collection, transfer and
disposal of residential and commer-
cial garbage.

One of the first changes for users
is going to be the new trash cart col-
ors. “The green cans stay green,” ex-
plains Etherington, “the
non-recyclables carts are black, and
the recyclables are blue.” Somewhat
confusing, when the regular trash
carts are now blue. “Blue for recy-
cling is becoming a standard,” he ex-
plains, “and all the cans will have
embedded labels that will show what
goes in each container.” He is confi-

dent that the shift in colors won’t be
confusing, but changing 207,000 con-
tainers will take time. “The switch
will take about two months,” states
Etherington. He explains that the new
carts will be delivered the day before
collection, people will take them to
their homes, then on the next collec-
tion day the trash and the old contain-
ers will be taken away.

Moraga and Lafayette residents
will keep the same pickup day, but a
percentage of Orinda residents will
experience a day change. Etherington
promises extensive outreach to in-
form those residents. There will also
be three different trucks powered by
compressed natural gas on pickup
days, which will result in less trucks
and less trips altogether because each
load will be optimized, says Ethering-

n. “Timing may be different from
what people are used to, so make sure
your carts are out before 6 a.m. on
pickup day,” warns Etherington.

Multi-family and commercial Re-
cycleSmart customers should benefit
from a wide outreach campaign. “For
multi-family units we are offering
new food recycling containers and
also recycling bags to transport their
recyclables to the new containers,”
says Etherington. Two staff members
will be in the field conducting training
and answering questions. “In person
contact, not only mailers, are key to
getting [customer] buy-in,” says the
director.

Currently, multi-family units re-
cycle 21 percent of their trash, com-
mercial customers recycle 47 percent
and residential customers 65 percent.
Reaching a total of 75 percent within
five years is not going to be easy — the
residential recycling rate has not seen
much improvement since 2011. “We
need to keep reminding people that
they can recycle the food waste in the
green waste container,” says Ether-
ington. As for batteries and CFL
bulbs, residents should put them in a
clear zip-lock bags and set them on
top of their recycling cart.

Supervisors Vote to Implement Laura’s LaW

By Nick Marnell

he Board of Supervisors unan-

imously voted Feb. 3 to imple-
ment the State of California Assisted
Outpatient Treatment Demonstration
Project Act of 2002 (“Laura’s Law™)
in Contra Costa County. The pro-
gram was approved to run for three
years, expected to begin this fall.
Contra Costa joined eight other Cal-
ifornia counties that have either im-
plemented or voted to implement
some portion of Laura’s Law, includ-
ing Los Angeles, San Francisco and
San Diego.

In 2001 Laura Wilcox, a 19-
year-old Nevada County health care
worker, was shot and killed by a
mentally ill recluse who had resisted
his family’s attempt to get him into
treatment. Wilcox’s family advo-
cated for passage of a law to permit
court ordered treatment for the seri-
ously mentally ill who pose a danger
to themselves or others.

Laura’s Law permits courts to
order treatment for those who
have been hospitalized or jailed
twice within the past 36 months
because of mental illness, or
those who have been violent to
themselves or others, or have
threatened such violence, during
the past four years. The order can
be obtained only for people who
have refused voluntary treatment

and whose condition is substan-
tially deteriorating.

Without Laura's Law, police and
social workers who were confronted
with a suicidal or violent person with
mental illness had little choice but to
arrest or hospitalize them, under Cal-
ifornia Welfare and Institutions Code
Section 5150. “Our department av-
eraged about 25 mental health com-
mittals from 2009-2012, but in 2013
it jumped to 45 and last year it was
41,” said Moraga Chief of Police
Robert Priebe. “Many of those com-
mittals involved persons who had
been diagnosed and prescribed med-
ications, but had stopped taking (or)
refused to take the meds.”

Last year near the UC-Santa
Barbara campus, an outcast went on
amurderous rampage, killing six stu-
dents plus himself. The son of Mor-
aga resident Lisa Perrella attended
UCSB, and the shootings occurred
close to his house. “It was very tragic
and possibly could have been
avoided had Laura’s Law been in ef-
fect,” said Perrella. “We are very
happy to learn about the passage of
Laura’s Law and hope that future
tragedies can be avoided.”

Kathy McLaughlin, a member of
the county’s Consolidated Planning
Advisory Workgroup, claimed that
forcing treatment on individuals who

do not want it does not work.
“Would you force a cancer patient to
accept radiation instead of
chemotherapy? Why is mental ill-
ness different? Why is it okay to
trample our rights and dictate what is
the best treatment for us?” Disability
Rights California, an advocacy
group, has gone on record with its
opposition to assisted outpatient
treatment.

California counties were given
the option to implement Laura’s
Law, but if they did, funding for
county voluntary mental health pro-
grams could not be reduced. As
such, Contra Costa County plans to
design its program to establish the
same level of service for both
Laura’s Law candidates as well as
those who seek voluntary mental
health treatment. The county Health
Services Department has proposed to
direct funding of $2.25 million an-
nually into the program, with an ad-
ditional $418,000 coming from the
county general fund each year.

“Unfortunately, with severe
mental illness, it’s not just the person
who is the victim, but also, in some
horrible, horrific situations, it’s a
complete stranger,” said Supervisor
Candace Andersen. “Laura’s Law, in
my mind, provides a safe, compas-
sionate alternative to incarceration.”
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* Orinda resident

e Owner operated
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ZIGENIS PAINTING

Painting Services by Two Brothers

Nick & Tony Lic.#631579 925.253.9334
www.ZigenisPainting.com
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“100% Recycled - Nothing Goes To Landfill”
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Lic#805794 www.EastBayTreeService.com
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* Good Neighbor Fence
g * Deer Fencing

* Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

* Trellis and Arbors

* Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

Ken Tamplen
925-938-9836

www.kensrototilling.com
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eapFrog Plumbing \

Who's your Valentine? u
Give your honey (or yourself!)

the gift of comfort with the
Toto Washlet’s warm seat,

| warm water, and soft air dry.

(Ilove mine!) It’s self-cleaning ||

. too. Can you say, “Ahhhhh’’?!
l Head Frog4io Williams

I Gas
Water

Sewer

Pure luxury

1 See www.LeapFrog
e Water Heater ! Plumbing.comformore |
Specialist | coupons - plus SAVE $25

. 1 just for mentioning this one!*
e 24/7 Service !

*Labor & materials provided by
LeapFrog Plumbing. Exp 2/14/15.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.
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Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

G e
.{ 92 77 6600 lﬂl

vt www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com
-------------‘





